[Experimental study of preventing emphysema with elastase inhibiting agents].
We have observed the influence of Radix Salviae Miltiorrhizae and Ligustrazini Hydrochloridum on the elastase activity and the protective effects of the two medicines on the elastic fibers. The results showed that Radix Salviae Miltiorrhizae and Ligustrazini Hydrochloridum can inhibit the activity of porcine pancreatic elastase and human sputum elastase. These two drugs can protect arterial and pulmonary elastic fibers from the destruction of elastase. Since these traditional Chinese herbs have little toxic effect and no antigenic character, they can be used in the preventing emphysema. The study suggest that it is useful Radix Salviae Miltiorrhizae and Ligustrazini Hydrochloridum are as favourable elastase inhibiting agents, which may be used in the prevention of emphysema extensively.